























MACS Introduces Little Macks PreK

MACS introduced to the Chippewa Valley community “We have worked hard to ensure
a new option for a PreK with a faith-based, whole-child this program will not only provide
curriculum. The drive behind privatizing our preschool is the highest quality faith-based
our belief that God and the young children have a unique programming in line with our
relationship with one another. That relationship should be K-12 programs, but will also be
assisted by the adult, but directed by the Spirit of God. affordable,” said President Bushman.
St. Charles Little Macks provides children with a place to “The primary reason we are making
foster the growth of their relationship with God through this change is our mission: we will
tangible, but indirect means. be able to bring

Little Macks Preschool serves Jesus to our
children for 3-year-old-Kindergarten 4K classroom
(3K) and 4-year-old-Kindergarten through daily

Rev. Msgr. Michael Gorman

(4K). Both of our Little Macks PreK prayer, bible blesses the 4K room during the
programs offer focus on early literacy, stories,and Little Macks Open House.
enrichment activities, outdoor virtue formation.
exploration, and spiritual life through We will provide the best possible
the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd foundation for our children to grow
program (see article below). and thrive”

On January 18, 2023, MACS hosted After the introduction, Monsignor
an open house with a Little Macks Gorman blessed the 4K and Catechesis
information presentation, announcing the new program and  of the Good Shepherd classrooms. Families were then
inviting people to enroll. Nearly 50 families were welcomed introduced to Catechist Kassandra Klinkhammer with a brief
at the door and directed to the St. Charles Gymnasium where  look and explanation of her classroom. The 4K teacher Angie
MACS President Molly Bushman and Elementary Principal Steinmetz and para Alysia Liddell Steiger ‘87 were introduced
Jerry Smith spoke on the program. with a tour of the 4K and wrap-around classrooms. The night

ended with a Q&A. Please pray for our Little Macks!

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

New to the MACS team is Kassandra Klinkhammer, the the program uses child-led education that allows the child to
Lead Catechist for our Catechesis of the Good Shepherd “learn to pray, learn to listen for the Good Shepherd'’s Voice,
program. Recently, Kassandra and her and ponder the Mysteries of the Faith deeper”
son David joined us for an episode of our This program uses a hands-on approach that
Mack Chat Podcast to expand on this great immerses children in the Mass and the bible.
program. This Catechesis of the Good They are told less and shown more. Students
Shepherd parish program started in the are allowed to wonder about the teachings of
basement of the St. Charles Borromeo the Lord. Teachers are not there to instruct, but
Church, but was invited to operate from to be a“co-wonderer.”

MACS Early Childhood building. This Children naturally ask questions, and
arrangement was one of the driving factors often these questions are undervalued. The
that inspired the privatization of our PreK Catechesis of the Good Shepherd sees great
programs that resulted in the birth of the value in these questions and encourages

Little Macks PreK curriculum. children to truly explore their wonderings. Thus,

Kassandra explains that the Catechesis of learning about Christ and all he has to teach
the Good Shepherd is “a Montessori based us becomes a joy and an exciting exploration.
Catechesis for ages 3-5."What this means is Learn more at cgsusa.org.
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When asked about the 30-hour volunteer requirement for
all MACS families, Ashley assured us that those 30 hours go
by very quickly over the school year. Not only are there many
parent clubs to get involved in, but there are many odd jobs
that parents can do that add up as well. Making baked goods
or crafts for school events and volunteering at the school
events, that parents would likely already be attending, are
prime examples.

One of the many perks of being a MACS volunteer is
undoubtedly getting to know the MACS community. This
is especially true and useful for new MACS families who
otherwise may not know anyone. Ashley commented that
volunteering at MACS has also been helpful in getting
to know her childrens’ friends. This helps her feel more
connected to her children and understand them better when
they recount the school day.

Long time volunteer, Becky Rubenzer, began her MACS
volunteer career when her children were young and attended
MACS. Through volunteering at MACS, Becky was able to get
hands-on experience and learn new life skills.“l began by
volunteering in the grade school [working] with my children
and that’s how | learned how to use a computer.”

“I used to volunteer in the [high school) library,” Becky told
us. Not too long ago while at an event, Becky was recognized
by a former MACS student. “She came up to me and said,
‘Hey | recognize you. You were our school librarian! | just
thought that it was so cool that there were [alumni] that still

To listen to the original interview that inspired this article, we welcome

Becky Rubenzer with MACS Executive Administrative Assistant
and Scrip Program Coordinator, Kathleen Adams.

remembered me. It made me feel good.”

Today Becky can often be found in the Central Office
volunteering for the MACS Scrip Program, which she has
been volunteering for since its beginning. In a separate
conversation, she told us, “I love volunteering [for the Scrip
Program] because it feels good to help and | get to see and
keep in touch with so many of my friends.” Becky volunteers
so often, her grandchildren have started asking where her
office is. Who knows, maybe Blake Rubenzer will take over
the Scrip program when he grows up and may even take over
President Molly Bushman’s office.

Our Executive Administrative Assistant and Scrip Program
Coordinator, Kathleen Adams, had this to say about
our MACS volunteers; “We are truly blessed with the
ministry of our volunteers that support MACS. We
are grateful of the time and commitment they give
selflessly to help MACS continue to be a successful
school system. A ‘thank you’in my mind never
seems to be enough; | request that each of you
lift all of our volunteers in prayer for their faithful
service”

Scan the QR code above with your
smartphone camera to listen in to
our Mack Chat podcasts.

you to tune into our Mack Chat podcast, Episode #30“A Macks Family.”
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Advancement
Supporting Growth of Our Schools Director of Advancement

through Growth in Advancement

We are so grateful to our donors
and supporters for helping us
achieve growth in our fundraising
efforts this year. Thanks to your
support of the A.B. McDonell Vision
Fund (our annual fund), as well
as the success of our two largest
fundraising events (Spaghetti
Spectacular and Mardi Gras), we are finding new ways to
advance our mission and vision. To continue supporting the
energy for this growth, we will be hiring an Advancement
Services Coordinator. This person will primarily be
responsible for planning the events that support our
fundraising efforts. | will continue as the Advancement
Director, focusing on advancement strategy and operations,
such as constituent relations, communications, strategic
planning, research, and stewardship. A lot of exciting
opportunities await!

There is one body in particular that has been instrumental
in supporting the growth of MACS since 1977, and that is
the McDonell Foundation. Serving as Foundation Officers
include President Rolly Enderes 96, Vice President Reggie
Geissler ‘91, and Secretary/Treasurer Mike Stoffel ‘86.
Serving as Directors are Rusty Volk, Jennifer Bowe Willi
‘95, Kelly Misfeldt, Ryan Stelter ‘96, Jamie Leibrandt, Jeff
Zander, Fr. Jesse Burish, and the late Brian Wogernese ‘88. |
am sure many of these names are familiar to you thanks to
their involvement in our local communities. Furthermore,

Libby Cyr
Leinenkugel ‘94
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Libby Cyr Leinenkugel ‘94

the members of the McDonell Foundation have chosen to
partner with local financial advisors who offer guidance in
selecting funds that are true to Catholic beliefs and values.

MACS President Molly Bushman and | are given the
opportunity to present to the McDonell Foundation on
MACS events, successes, and our areas of opportunity
for growth. It is through these conversations that we are
able to maintain a strong partnership, as well as hope for
the future and sustainability of our schools. Our trust is
in their wise fiduciary decisions. We ask for your prayerful
consideration of supporting the McDonell Foundation. A
simple way to leave your legacy is through Planned Giving
practices; please connect with me if you would like to
consider naming the McDonell Foundation in your estate
plans. Additionally, please use the enclosed envelope to
show your financial support of the A.B. McDonell Vision
Fund, which supports day-to-day efforts of carrying out
our mission. Online donations are also accepted at https://
www.mcdonellareacatholicschools.org/support-macs/ or by
scanning the QR Code seen below.

Our prayers are with all friends of the McDonell Area
Catholic Schools community, near and far. We are grateful
for the opportunity to connect with you through the Mack
Messenger. Be sure to follow MACS and our affiliated clubs
on Facebook to stay up to speed on all the great things
happening throughout the year. Blessings to you all for a
relaxing and restful summer.















What Does The B Stand For!?

Editorial Column

Marketing & Communications
Coordinator
Clare Nelson

Recently, during the celebration
of Alexander B. McDonell’s birthday,
the question came up,"What does
the B stand for?” This question has been met with many
speculations, but no definite answers. So, as to remedy this
conundrum, | set out on a personal mission to find
the answer.

Unfortunately as | write this, | am still unable to provide
an answer with any proof. Upon my inquiries to self-made
history buff, Kip Rubenzer ‘98, and his teammate Tiff Rox,
both creators and operators of the Old Town Chippewa
Falls Facebook page, | was provided with the name Beatrice.
However, no proof to back the name was able to be provided.

My search then lead me to the genealogy department at
the new Chippewa Area History Center at the base of Irvine
Park. They had put together a nice folder of information on
A. B. McDonell for me in anticipation of my arrival. However,
once | looked through it, | realized | still could not find the
answer to the burning question, “What does the B stand for?”
“Oh, this won't do," | said to the two staff members. “It doesn't
list his middle name anywhere in any of these documents. |
need to find out what the B stands for.” Before | knew it, the
two staff members, two students who happened to walk in
to work on a school project, and myself, with my four month

old on my hip, were rifling through books, documents, and
records throughout the genealogy department. After a good
chunk of the afternoon spent searching, | was finally able to
leave with directions to go to the Chippewa Falls Courthouse
to see if | could have better luck getting Alexander B.
McDonell’s death certificate and finding out what the B
stands for there.

Unfortunately, with so much to do and so little time, | have
not yet been able to retrieve Alexander McDonell's death
certificate. So as any good millennial were to do | took to
Facebook and asked the MACS community if anyone knew
the answer. Still no luck. Finally, as a last ditch effort | am
writing this article challenging anyone who reads this to find
what the B stands for and report it back to me with proof of
their findings.

Good luck dear readers! | am excited to see the answers
you find.

Clare Nelson

mackmessenger@macs.k12.wi.us

The new Chippewa Area History Center is home to the Chippewa
County Historical Society and the Chippewa County Genealogical
Society. The two organizations work together to provide a
glimpse of the area’s history and its impact on past and current
generations. The MACS archives are now housed at this location.
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@S Notes

1940's

Henry Korger Jr. 44

is alive and well and will be 97 years old on
June 14. Happy Birthday Henry!

His wife Betty is 95 years old. On June

29 they will be married 75 years! Happy
anniversary to this incredible power
couple!

Thank you Henry for reaching out and
giving us your update. We love getting
your letters at the Mack Messenger office.

1980’s

Mike Howard ‘89

was recently featured in the Chippewa
Herald newspaper for his achievements
in photography. Mike stumbled into
photography in 2016 as a hobby and
since then, it has taken off into a full
blown career. Mike now enjoys his career
making people feel good and seen with
his photos. He does everything from
landscape photography to weddings and
graduation photos.

You can inquire about Mike’s photography
services and see his work at his website
mikehowardphotography.net.

2010's

Brianna Krause Rider‘11

and her husband, John Rider 10,
welcomed their baby girl, Clara Rider,
into the world on November 7, 2022.
Congratulations and many blessings,
Brianna and John, to your continuously
growing family!

John Plendl’12

and his wife, Clare Nelson, welcomed their
firstborn, Hogan F. Plendl, to the world

on December 3, 2022. Hogan was born at
12:28 a.m. at 8lb Toz and 20.5"long. He
continues to top the growth charts in the
96th percentile for length.

Thomas Longbella’16

has qualified to make his PGA Tour debut
at the Corales Punta Cana Championship
in the Dominican Republic. Thomas
secured his first start in pro golf’s top
league by winning a tournament qualifier
in West Palm Beach, Florida, as he shot a
6-under 66 at the event.

John Francis‘18

is a new seminarian for the Diocese of

La Crosse and will begin Discipleship
studying Philosophy at St. Francis de Sales
Seminary in the Fall.
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Henry ‘44 and his wife Betty
last reached out to the Mack
Messenger in 2021.

Mike Howard can often be spotted in Chippewa Falls
working on his passion. (Photo found in the Chippewa Herald)

Brianna and John Rider, along with
their two boys Liam and Elijah,
welcome baby Clara to the Catholic
community.

Thomas Longbella from his days on the
McDonell boys golf team.

John Plendl“12 and Clare Nelson welcome
Baby Hogan to the Catholic community
with the help of godparents Delanie Wanek
(most left) and Paul DeCook (most right)

John Francis‘18









